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Each year The Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies (ACPNS) at QUT analyses statistics on tax-
deductible donations made by Australian individual taxpayers to Deductible Gift Recipients (DGRs), and claimed as 
deductions in their income tax returns. The information presented below is based on the amount and type of tax-
deductible donations made and claimed by Australian taxpayers to DGRs for the period 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012 
extracted from the Australian Taxation Office's (ATO) publication Taxation Statistics 2011-12.1  
Because the ATO data come from individuals’ income tax returns, this analysis does not include giving by corporate 
and trust taxpayers, or “non-tax contributions” such as raffles, sponsorships, fundraising purchases or volunteering. 
The Giving Australia Report used a more liberal definition of gift to arrive at an estimated total of giving at 
$11 billion for 2005 (excluding Tsunami $300m).2  
 
The following is a summary of the significant findings from the ATO data.  
1.  How much was claimed as gift deductions?  
 The total amount donated and claimed as tax-deductible donations in 2011-12 was $2.24 billion (compared to 
$2.21 billion in 2010-11).3  
 The total amount donated reached $1 billion in 2002-03 and took just eight years to double. 
 Deductible gifts claimed ($2.24 billion) represented 6.85% of all personal taxpayer deductions ($32.72 billion). 
In comparison, 6.96% of all personal taxpayer deductions (or $2.28 billion) were claimed for the cost of 
managing tax affairs and 59.17% ($19.36 billion) were claimed for work related expenses.  
 
                                                 
1 The data represents information in tax returns for the 2011-12 year processed by the ATO as at 31 October 2013. 
2 The Prime Minister’s Community Business Partnership. (2005). Giving Australia: Research on philanthropy in Australia. Retrieved May 27, 2014 from 
http://www.qut.edu.au/business/about/research-centres/australian-centre-for-philanthropy-and-nonprofit-studies/publications-and-resources/publications 
3 The 2011-12 figures are those returns entered onto the ATO database as at 31 October 2013. The 2011-12 figures are likely to alter over the next couple of 
years as more returns are processed. The previous years figures are those entered as at 31 October in the year of release.  
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2. Is tax deductible giving keeping pace with inflation? 
 Using a base year of 1978-79, the actual total tax-deductible donations claimed by Australian taxpayers far 
exceeds the inflation-adjusted total tax-deductible donations as measured against the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI).  From 2010-11 to 2011-12, there was a levelling out in the total tax-deductible donations claimed. This 
follows some recovery in the 2010-11 financial year, after two consecutive years of decreases from the high 
recorded in 2007-08.  
 
 
 
*Disclosure of tax-deductible donations was not required in income tax returns from 1988-1992. 
 
Chart 1 above shows that the actual total tax-deductible donations made by Australian taxpayers since 1978 far 
exceeds the inflation-adjusted total tax-deductible donations as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
 
3. Is the average gift deduction increasing? 
 The average tax-deductible donation made to DGRs and claimed by Australian taxpayers in 2011-12 was  
$494.25, which is an increase compared to $461.47 in 2010-11 and $446.31 in 2009-10.  
 
4. Are more individual taxpayers making deductible gifts? 
 In absolute terms the number of individual taxpayers claiming deductible gifts fell in 2011-12 (4.54 million 
compared to 4.79 million in 2010-11). The percentage of Australian taxpayers making deductible gifts also 
decreased: 35.62% in 2011-12, compared to 37.93% in the previous year.  
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Chart 1: Total Tax-Deductible Donations to Inflation-Adjusted 
Total Tax-Deductible Donations Since 1978/79* 
Total Tax-Deductible Donations (in $ millions)
Inflation-adjusted total tax-deductible donations (in $ millions)
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5. Is a greater percentage of an individual’s taxable income being gifted? 
 On average, those individual taxpayers who claim tax-deductible donations to DGRs donate approximately 0.33% 
of their taxable income. This proportion decreased from the previous income year, in which the average 
percentage of taxable income donated was 0.35%.  The percentage of taxable income being gifted was highest in 
2007-08 at 0.42%.  
 
6. Are male or female taxpayers more likely to claim deductible donations? 
 In 2011-12, 2,263,395 males (or 34.15% of male Australian taxpayers) claimed tax-deductible donations to DGRs, 
amounting to $1.29 billion. This represents 57.42% of the total tax-deductible donations claimed in 2011-12. A 
total of 2,273,040 females (or 37.21% of female Australian taxpayers) claimed tax-deductible donations to DGRs 
in 2011-12, totalling $955 million.  
 The average tax-deductible donation claimed by Australian male taxpayers in 2011-12 was $568.83, compared to 
$419.97 for Australian female taxpayers.  
 However, on average, female Australian taxpayers who claimed donations to DGRs gave approximately 0.37% 
of their taxable income compared to 0.31% for Australian males. While this has decreased from the previous 
year, where females donated 0.39% of their taxable income and males donated 0.33%, the average taxable 
income increased: males’ average taxable income in 2011-12 was $62,603 (vs. $59,689 in 2010-11); the 
average for females was $42,127 (compared to $39,580 in 2010-11). 
 
7. Which state’s individual taxpayers claim the most deductible gifts to DGRs? 
 The largest proportion of donations in 2011-12 came from New South Wales, where 1,459,825 taxpayers 
claimed tax-deductible donations amounting to $839.56 million. This represented 37.45% of the national total. 
The next largest proportion – 27.46% of the national total – came from Victoria where taxpayers claimed tax-
deductible donations totalling $615.68 million. Queensland taxpayers claimed a total of $311.81 million in 
deductible gifts, followed by Western Australia with $224.68 million. 
 New South Wales taxpayers claimed the largest average tax-deductible donation: $575.11, compared to the 
national average of $494.25. In 2011-12, the national average increased from the previous year when it was 
$461.47. Taxpayers from the Australian Capital Territory made the next highest average tax-deductible 
donation ($553.25), followed by Western Australia ($507.40), then Victoria ($497.93).  
 Taxpayers in the Australian Capital Territory claimed an average of 0.40% of their taxable income as donations 
to DGRs, followed by New South Wales (0.39%), and Victoria (0.38%). This compares to the national average of 
0.33%. Taxpayers in Queensland claimed an average of 0.24% of their taxable income as donations. In 2011-12, 
this average decreased in most states from the previous year – the exceptions are South Australia, Western 
Australia, and Tasmania where the average increased slightly.  
 
 
8. How much do the wealthy claim as deductible gifts? 
 The more one earns, the more one claims as a tax-deductible donation. Whilst the average tax-deductible 
donation was $494.25 in 2011-12, donating taxpayers with a taxable income over $1 million in 2011-12 claimed 
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average tax-deductible donations of $49,678.88 (up from $40,606.60 in 2010-11). This represents 1.47% of their 
taxable income, compared to 1.17% in the previous year. The national average in 2011-12 was 0.33%.  
 
9. How do age groups differ in their tax-deductible gift claims? 
 In 2011-12, 161,210 people aged 75 years or over claimed deductible gifts, amounting to $302.36 million. This 
age group recorded the highest average gift of any age group – $1875.54. At the other end of the scale, taxpayers 
aged under 18 years had 9,430 deductible gift claimants with an average gift of $61.44 (an increase from the 
previous year where the average gift for this age bracket was $48.97). 
 
 
 
 
Chart 2 above shows the total tax-deductible donations claimed by age group and gender.  
 
10. Workplace Giving Programs 
 The workplace giving program allows employees to have deductions taken from each pay. Workplace giving 
totalled $40 million in 2011-12, an increase of 21.2% over the previous year. During the year the number of 
employees using workplace giving dropped by 15.7% or 24,705.  
 
Compared to Other Countries 
In the United States, Giving USA 2012 estimated that total charitable contributions from American individuals, 
corporations and foundations increased 4.0% from 2010 to 2011 to reach $298.42 billion in contributions (0.9% 
adjusted for inflation).4 In the UK, Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) estimated that the total annual amount donated in 
the UK was £9.3 billion, a decrease of £2.3 billion in real terms after inflation. The report noted: 
                                                 
4 Giving USA. (2012). The annual report on philanthropy for the year 2011. Retrieved 27 May 2014 from http://www.givingusareports.org/free.php  
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Chart 2 : Total Tax-Deductible Donations by Age and Gender 
Females Males Total
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Compared to 2010/11, this is a decrease of £1.7 billion in cash terms, and a decrease of £2.3 billion in real 
terms, after adjusting for inflation. In real terms, the estimated total amount in 2011/12 is the smallest it 
has been since the survey began in 2004/05. Between 2010/11 and 2011/12, the total amount donated has 
decreased by 15% on the unadjusted totals and by 20% in real terms (adjusting the 2010/11 total for 
inflation).5  
 
Tax Deductible Gifts by Postcode 
Table 1 identifies the postcodes with the highest total claimed deductible gift amount in each state and territory. A 
clear link can be made in most cases to postcodes which one would expect to contain significant numbers of wealthy 
taxpayers. This year, the Western Australian postcode representing Cottesloe, and Peppermint Grove claimed the 
highest total gifts in the country. The total taxable income in this postcode was $948,165,610. In Victoria, 
Hawksburn and Toorak replaced South Yarra as the postcode with the highest total gifts claimed. South Yarra has 
held this position every year since postcode data were recorded, except last year. In New South Wales, the postcode 
representing Dover Heights, HMAS Watson, Rose Bay North, Vaucluse and Watsons Bay replaced Manly and Manly 
East as the postcode with the highest total gifts claimed in the state. NSW has had a different postcode occupy this 
position for the past five years.  
 
Table 1: Highest TOTAL Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2011-12 by POSTCODE for each State 
State & Postcode Places within Postcode Total gifts 
claimed ($) 
NSW  2030 Dover Heights, HMAS Watson, Rose Bay North, Vaucluse, Watsons Bay 27,318,621 
VIC  3142 Hawksburn, Toorak 30,216,306 
QLD 
4350 
Athol, Blue Mountain Heights, Centenary Heights, Charlton, Clifford Gardens, 
Cotsworld Hills, Cranley, Darling Heights, Drayton, Drayton North, East Toowoomba, 
Finnie, Glenvale, Gowrie Mountain, Harlaxton, Harristown, Kearneys Spring, Middle 
Ridge, Mount Kynoch, Mount Lofty, Mount Rascal, Newtown, North Toowoomba, 
Northlands, Prince Henry Heights, Rangeville, Redwood, Rockville, South Toowoomba, 
Southtown, Toowoomba, Toowoomba BC, Toowoomba City, Toowoomba DC, 
Toowoomba East, Toowoomba South, Toowoomba Village Fair, Toowoomba West, 
Top Camp, Torrington, Wellcamp, Westbrook, Wilsonton, Wilsonton Heights, Wyalla 
Plaza 7,294,468 
SA 5067 Beulah Park, Kent Town, Norwood, Norwood South, Rose Park 
11,270,546 
WA 6011 Cottesloe, Peppermint Grove 
43,778,673 
TAS 
7250 
Blackstone Heights, East Launceston, Launceston, Newstead, Norwood, Prospect, 
Prospect Vale, Ravenswood, Riverside, St Leonards, Summerhill, Travellers Rest, 
Trevallyn, Waverley, West Launceston 
6,069,000 
                                                 
5 Charities Air Foundation & National Council for Voluntary Organisations. (2012, 3). The impact of the recession on charitable giving in the UK. Retrieved 1 June 
2014 from https://www.cafonline.org/PDF/UKGiving2012Summary.pdf 
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Table 1: Highest TOTAL Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2011-12 by POSTCODE for each State 
NT 
0810 
Alawa, Brinkin, Casuarina, Coconut Grove, Jingili, Lee Point, Lyons, Millner, Moil, 
Muirhead, Nakara, Nightcliff, Rapid Creek, Tiwi, Wagaman, Wanguri 2,239,250 
ACT 2602 Ainslie, Dickson, Downer, Hackett, Lyneham, O'Connor, Watson 6,308,483 
 
Table 2 identifies the postcode in each state whose taxpayers had claimed the largest average deductible gift. Again, 
a clear link can be made in most cases to postcodes which one would expect to contain significant numbers of 
wealthy taxpayers. In 2011-12, the postcode claiming the highest average gift was 6011 in Western Australia 
(Cottesloe, Peppermint Grove) with an average donation of $19,587.77, taking over from 3441 in Victoria (Mount 
Macedon), which was number one in 2010-11. In NSW, the highest average gift claimed in 2011-12 was 1560 
(Northbridge), while in Queensland, the suburbs of St Lucia and St Lucia South took out the top spot with an average 
gift of $4,192.63.   
 
Table 2: Highest AVERAGE Gifts Claimed by Gifting Taxpayers 2011-12 by POSTCODE for each State 
State & Postcode Places within Postcode Av. Gift per 
gifting 
taxpayer ($) 
NSW  1560 Northbridge 14,528.33 
VIC  3944 Portsea 11,407.55 
QLD 4067 St Lucia, St Lucia South 4,192.63 
SA 5071 Kent Town DC 11,356.16 
WA 6011 Cottesloe, Peppermint Grove 19,587.77 
TAS 7001 Hobart 11,603.21 
NT 
0880 Gapuwiyak, Guyangara, Nhulunbuy, Yirrkala 
685.38 
ACT 2603 Forrest, Griffith, Manuka, Red Hill 1,174.81 
 
 
The deductible gift data for all Australian postcodes is available through a searchable database on the Centre’s web 
site available at http://tinyurl.com/giving-by-postcode   
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Tax Deductible Gifts by Occupation  
This year for the sixth time we are able to match occupations declared by taxpayers on their income tax returns with 
their deductible gifts (see Tables 3 to 6, commencing overleaf). The miscellaneous, ‘no occupation’ and ‘other’ 
categories have been omitted from the data analysis as well as occupation codes containing fewer than 50 people.  
The deductible gift data for all occupations are available through a searchable database on the ACPNS website at 
http://tinyurl.com/giving-by-postcode   
 
Table 3 identifies the top ten occupations by average deductible gift amount claimed, with Chief Executives and 
Managing Directors in the number 1 position. 
 
Table 3: Highest AVERAGE Gifts Claimed by Gifting Taxpayers 2011-12 by OCCUPATION 
Rank Occupation description Average gift deduction claimed ($) 
1 Chief Executives and Managing Directors 4,862.89 
2 Consultant - financial investment 2,740.45 
3 Anaesthetists 2,412.42 
4 Internal Medicine Specialists 2,310.01 
5 Judicial and Other Legal Professionals 2,222.86 
6 Surgeons 2,154.89 
7 Other Medical Practitioners 1,889.09 
8 Financial Dealers 1,856.78 
9 Barristers 1,727.61 
10 Generalist Medical Practitioners 1,663.92 
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Table 4 identifies the top five occupations by total gift amounts claimed. This is influenced by the number of 
taxpayers in a particular occupation. 
 
Table 4 : Highest TOTAL Gifts Claimed by Taxpayers 2011-12 by OCCUPATION 
Rank Occupation description Total gifts claimed ($) Total number of 
taxpayers 
1 Chief Executives and Managing Directors 226,489,128 141180 
2 General Managers 54,998,645 195085 
3 Accountants 47,251,401 156035 
4 Registered Nurses 43,487,589 274415 
5 Advertising and Sales Managers 35,555,858 160945 
 
Table 5 identifies deductible gifts claimed as a percentage of income by occupation, with Ministers of Religion 
occupying the highest claiming position. 
 
Table 5: Highest PERCENTAGE of income claimed as gifts by individual taxpayers 2011-12 by 
OCCUPATION 
Rank Occupation description deductible gifts as % of taxable 
income 
1 Ministers of Religion 2.19% 
2 Consultant - financial investment 1.26% 
3 Chief Executives and Managing Directors 1.10% 
4 Legislators 0.93% 
5 Midwifery and Nursing Professionals 0.87% 
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Table 6 depicts the percentage of donation claiming taxpayers to total taxpayers within each occupation. The 
occupation with the highest percentage of taxpayers claiming donations was the Police. 
 
Table 6: Highest PERCENTAGE of donating taxpayers to total taxpayers 2011-12 by OCCUPATION6  
Rank Occupation description % of deductible gift claiming 
taxpayers to total taxpayers 
1 Police 72.42% 
2 School Principals 67.80% 
3 Policy and Planning Managers 66.23% 
4 Midwifery and Nursing Professionals 65.00% 
5 Judicial and Other Legal Professionals 63.74% 
 
 
Electronic copies of the complete working paper ACPNS 63: An Examination of Tax-Deductible Donations made by 
Individual Australian Taxpayers in 2011-12 is available from the QUT website at http://eprints.qut.edu.au/72596/  
                                                 
6 Occupations with less than 50 peoples were omitted from analyses.  
